Impacts of the common myna (Acridotheres tristis) on native bio-diversity, crops and human health
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Flocks of the common myna are known to damage fruit crops, including grapes, apricots, apples, pears, strawberries, figs and gooseberries (Heather and Robertson 1997).

Mynas are communal and commensal and are highly vocal throughout the year, making them a public nuisance. Their droppings are a nuisance (Yap et al. 20002, in Lim Sodhi Brook and Soh 2003) and public health concern. Mynas form combined populations of up to 160 000 (Lim Sodhi Brook and Soh 2003) and roost in numbers as great as 5000 (Markula Hannan-Jones & Csurhes 2009). They are a residential nuisance as they build nests in spouting and drainpipes (Stoner 1923). Mynas fearlessly steal food off plates which may be a hygiene or general nuisance for restaurants and other shops and scavenge food from people’s houses and gardens.

Common mynas pose a human health risk as they carry bird mites such as Ornithonyssus bursa and Dermanyssus gallinae that may infect humans. They can also cause dermatitis, asthma, severe irritation and rashes. Their droppings can spread Psittacosis, Ornithosis, Salmonellosis and arboviruses (Pers. comm. Bill Handke). They may also carry owl flies, biting lice, Oxyspirrura thread worm and round worm (Stoner 1923). Mynas are known to carry avian malaria (Massam 2001).
The common myna has been implicated in the demise of the lowland populations of the 'Vulnerable (VU)' Rarotonga starling (Aplonis cinerascens) (BirdLife International 2008b). Mynas are nest site competitors and can displace active breeding pairs of the Endangered (EN) Mauritius parakeet (Psittacula eques). In French Polynesia they are reported to predate on the Critically Endangered (CR) (Todiramphus godeffroyi).
On Mangaia, Cook Islands, the common myna (numbering around 9000 birds) is an aggressive threat to the 'Near Threatened (NT)' Cook Islands reed-warbler (Acrocephalus kerearako) (BirdLife International 2008c); it is also known to compete for food and harass young breeding Mangaia kingfishers, the 'Vulnerable (VU)' Todiramphus ruficollaris causing nest failures (BirdLife International 2008e). On Rarotonga the common myna is likely to reduce the nesting success of the 'Vulnerable 'VU' Cook Islands fruit dove (Ptilinopus rarotongensis) in horticultural and village areas but not in heavily forested areas which it does not penetrate (BirdLife International 2008d). There are concerns that the common myna may cause reduction in populations of the 'Endangered (EN)' Tahiti reed-warbler, on Tahiti, French Polynesia (Acrocephalus caffer).

The common myna defends territories, tree hollows and other nesting sites from native birds. This is particularly a problem in Australia where tree hollows are in short supply and a limiting factor for parrots and other wildlife. 
The introduction of the common myna may have an impact on the populations of the 'Vulnerable (VU)' Tahiti swiftlet (Collocalia leucophaea). The common myna may compete with the 'Endangered (EN)" Seychelles magpie robin (Copsychus sechellarum) and the 'Vulnerable (VU)' Mauritius cuckoo-shrike (Coracina typica). Common mynas are among other introduced species like the common starling  Sturnus vulgaris that may compete for food and nesting places with the 'Vulnerable (VU)' red fronted parakeet (Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae) in New Zealand. On the Comoros, mynas are known to compete for nest holes with the 'Critically Endangered (CR)' Anjouan Scops Owl (Otus capnodes) and the Grand Comoro Scops owl (Otus pauliani); mynas are a potential nest competitor to the 'Endangered (EN)' Seychelles Scops owl (Otus insularis).
On Saint Helena, cats and the common myna are probably the most significant predators of the 'Critically Endangered (CR)' St. Helena plover chicks and nests respectively (Charadrius sanctaehelenae). Using motion sensitive, infra-red cameras situated near to nests; cats, common myna and sheep have been shown to disturb eggs, and nest survival rates have been found to range from 6-47% due to variation in predation levels (BirdLife International 2009).  On Mahé, nest-predation, by the introduced black rat Rattus rattus  and common myna, is the biggest threat to the 'Endangered (EN)' Seychelles white eye (Zosterops modestus) (BirdLife International 2008a). 
Introduced rats and common mynas may act as nest predators of the 'Endangered (EN)' Grand Comoro flycatcher (Humblotia flavirostris).  Mynas may also act as nest predators and compete with the 'Vulnerable (VU)' Mauritius black bulbul (Hypsipetes olivaceus). 
Mynas are listed as a threat to the 'Endangered (EN)' Marquesan monarch (Pomarea mendozae. A three-year study showed that significantly more red-vented bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer) and common myna were present in territories that experienced nest failure or early fledgling death in the 'Critically Endangered (CR) Tahitian monarch (Pomarea nigra). 
